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SUBJ: DEFENSE MINISTER ATTACKS US 

1 . IN COURSE OF THE DEBATE ON THE DEFENSE BUDGET YESTERDAY, 

APRIL 17, DEFENSE MINISTER P.W. BOTHA ACCUSED THE US 

OF 'LEAVING SOUTH AFRICA IN THE LURCH" IN THE ANGOLAN 
CAMPAIGN. BOTHA SAID THE US HAD "DROPPED SOUTH AFRICA WHEN 
A WORD WAS BORKEN". HE CLAIMED THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD 
CROSSED THE ANGOLAN BORDER IN 1975 WITH US "KNOWLEDGE" 

AND "ENCOURAGEMENT". 

2. BOTHA'S REMRKS CAME IN THE COURSE OF HIS ATTACK ON THE 
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UN ARMS EMBARGO RESOLUTION WHICH HE SAID WAS BASED ON THE 
FALSE PREMISE THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD COMMITTED 
"PERSISTENT ACTS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST NEIGHBORING 
STATES". BOTHA SAID THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD "ACTED 
WITH THEIR (US) ENCOURAGEMENT AND WHEN WE WERE ALMOST 
AT THE CLIMAX, THE RECKLESSLY LEFT US IN THE LURCH ". 
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3. IN A SUBSEQUENT PRESS INTERVIEW, HARRY SCHWARZ, 
OPPOSITION CHIEF SPOKESMAN ON DEFENSE, SAID THAT SINCE 
THE MINISTER "HAS GONE THIS FAR, HE IS OBLIGED TO TELL 

US WHAT THE COMMITMENT WAS AND HE CANT LEAVE IT HERE. 

THE OTHER IMPLICATION, SCHWARZ SAID, " IS THAT IF THERE 
WAS A SECRET UNDERSTANDING, WHY HAS HE CHOSEN TO MAKE 
IT PUBLIC NOW OR AT ALL". 

4. COMMENT: BOTHA'S DISCUSSION OF THE 1975 ANGOLAN 
EVENTS FOLLOW A NUMBER OF STATEMENTS BY THE MINISTER 
AND OTHER SAG OFFICIALS UNDERSCORING THE UNRELIABILITY 
OF THE WEST AND THE NEED FOR SOUTH AFRICA TO BE MILITARILY 
SELF SUFFICIENT. AT THE SAME TIME, BOTHA'S ACCOUNT OF THE 
ANGOLAN ADVENTURES COULD BE SEEN AS RELEVANT TO THE SAG'S 
CURRENT CONSIDERATION OF THE NAMIBIAN PROPOSALS. THE 
MINISTER'S REMARKS COULD SUPPORT THOSE WHO ADVOCATE 
REJECTION OF THE PROPOSALS ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE WEST 
CANNOT BE RELIED UPON TO REACT IN ANY WAY SHOULD SWAPO, 
WITH CUBAN SUPPORT, ATTEMPT TO OVERRUN NAMIBIA IF THE 
AGREEMENT IS ACCEPTED AND SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS WITHDRAW. 
BOWDLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY ASSISTANCE, SPEECHES, ALLEGATIONS, ARMS SHIPMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAPET00765 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 66-0002 
Format: TEL 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780446/aaaabnbl.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 343788ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2937483 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEFENSE MINISTER ATTACKS US 

TAGS: PDEV, MASS, SF, AO, US, (BOTHA, PIETER WILLEM) 

To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/343788ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



